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Value Added Course 

Course Name: Literature, Empathy, and Human Making  

Course Code: EEL 443 

Credits: 2 

Course Instructor: Dr. Hem Raj Bansal 

Credits Equivalent:02 Credits (One credit is equivalent to 10 hours of lectures / organised classroom 

activity / contact hours; 5 hours of laboratory work / practical / field work / Tutorial / teacher-led 

activity and 15 hours of other workload such as independent individual/ group work; obligatory/ 

optional work placement; literature survey/ library work; data collection/ field work; writing of papers/ 

projects/dissertation/thesis; seminars, etc.) 

 

Course Outcomes: After the successful completion of the course, the students will be able to 

CO1 identify with various victimized groups and people on the basis of their suffering. 

CO2  inculcate the much need values of kindness, empathy and tolerance. 

CO3  act wisely in fostering social and religious harmony. 

CO4  apply their literary knowledge to sensitize people about the importance of human  values.  

Attendance Requirements:  

http://www.cuhimachal.ac.in/


Students are expected to attend all lectures in order to be able to fully benefit from the course.  

A minimum of 75% attendance is a must failing which a student may not be permitted to appear in 

examination. 

Evaluation Criteria: 

1. Mid Term Examination: 20 

2. End Term Examination: 60 

3. Continuous Internal Assessment: 20 

 

Course Contents 

Unit I: Introduction (4hrs) 

Defining Literature, Empathy, Human 

Difference between Humans and Beasts and/or Machines 

Characteristics of humans: Motivation, Choices, Beliefs, Concern for Environment 

Literature as a tool to understand Empathy and Humanity 

Texts: 

Hadley Cantril: “The Qualities of Being Human” [Essay] 

Anton Chekov: “The Bet” [Short Story] 

 

Unit II: Human Making: Motivation (4hrs) 

Characteristic of Human: Motivation 

Defining Motivation 

Kinds of Motivation: 

a. Pragmatic 

b. Spiritual 

Motivation as depicted in Literature 

Necessity of Motivation  

Empirical vs. Transcendental 

Love vs. Duty 

Texts: 

P.B. Shelley: “Ozymandis” [Poem] 

O. Henry: “After Twenty Years” [Short Story] 



 

Unit III: Nature of Choice (4hrs) 

Characteristic of Human: Choice 

Kinds of Choice: 

a. Traditional 

b. Individualistic 

Choice as depicted in Literature 

Necessity of Choice 

Identity vs. Individuality  

Individualism vs. Collectivism 

Man vs. Machine 

Texts: 

Chinua Achebe: “Marriage is a Private Affair” [Short Story] 

Ridley Scott: Blade Runner [Film] 

Rudyard Kipling: “If” [Poem] 

 

 

Unit IV: Nature of Faith (4hrs) 

Characteristic of Human: Faith 

Defining Faith 

Kinds of Faith: 

a. Reason 

b. Instinct 

Faith as depicted in Literature 

Necessity of Faith 

Freedom of Thought 

Reason vs. Instinct 

Rational vs. Spiritual 

Texts: 

H.G. Wells: “The Country of the Blind” [Short Story] 

Rabindranath Tagore: “Where the Mind is without Fear” [Poem] 



 

Unit V: Nature of Environment (4hrs) 

Characteristic of Human: Environment 

Defining Environment 

Kinds of Environment: 

a. Internal  

b. External 

Environment and Literature 

Human concern for Environment 

Nature vs. Mindscapes 

Empathy and Harmony  

Conclusion 

Texts: 

Gieve Patel: “On Cutting a Tree” [Poem] 

Ray Bradbury: “There will Come Soft Rains” [Short Story] 

Robert Frost: “Mending Wall” [Poem] 
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CO1 1 3 3 3  2 3 2 

CO2 2 1 1 2  1 2 3 

CO3 3 2 1 3  2 3 1 

CO4 2 1 2 3  2 1 3 

 

1.   Partially Related 

2. Moderately Related 

3.  Highly Related 

 


