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Dharamshala. Vaidya Sushen Club, Department of Plant Science, Central University of
Himachal Pradesh organized a webinar on “Biodiversity Conservation: Retrospect &
Prospect”.

Vaidya Sushen Club, Department of Plant Science, organized an online seminar on the
topic “Biodiversity Conservation: Retrospect & Prospect” on 25, January 2023. This
seminar was organized on the occasion of Foundation Week of the Central University of
Himachal Pradesh under the guidance of Prof. Pardeep Kumar, Dean School of Life
Sciences and Dean Academics. Prof. Saroj Arora, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
was the key speaker of this seminar who shared her valuable knowledge on the topic of
Biodiversity conservation: Retrospect & Prospect.

Why we should conserve Biodiversity. This concept can be easily understood by knowing
the core concept of biodiversity. The variety of animals, plants, fungi, and even
microorganisms like bacteria that make up our natural environment are all included in
what is known as biodiversity. These various species and organisms collaborate in
complicated web-like ecosystems to keep things in balance and support life. Everything
in nature that we require for survival, including food, fresh water, medicines, and shelter,
are supported by biodiversity. There are diverse living organisms present in this
biosphere which can be classified into distinct 5 kingdoms of classification. These
kingdoms include Monera, Protista, Fungi, Plantae and Animalia. Various life forms
included in these kingdoms are categorized according to their mode of nutrition, cell
structure, source of nutrition and body organization. All these retrospects are important
to understand the importance of biodiversity.

Since plants are autotrophs and have indeterminate growth; they play an important role
in maintaining ecological balance. This entire plant kingdom comprises of different
species of Algae, Bryophytes, Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms and Angiosperms. All of this
diversity of flora and fauna contribute to Mega diversity. Plants like Sequoia
sempervirens is the tallest tree, Sequoiadendron gigentum is the largest tree, Wolffia
angusta is the smallest flowering plant and Rafflesia arnoldi has the world’s largest
flower. These diverse plants have aesthetic value and great ecological importance. They
are present at different altitudes and can colonize various habitats and thus play
important role in ecological succession. In the present world, all biological species are
under constant threat. Various pollutants generated by anthropogenic activities are



creating problems for the survival of species. About 17500 flowering plants in India are
endangered now. We cannot afford the loss of any plant that exists on this planet.

Various ex-situ conservation methods such as Zoos, Botanical gardens, Van Vihars, etc.
should be prioritized. /n-situ modes such as National Parks, Wildlife sanctuaries, Sacred
groves, Biosphere reserves, and Ramsar sites are beneficial in the conservation of flora
and fauna. There are stringent laws enacted in all these protected areas where poaching
and other activities are regulated. Various national laws such as Air (Prevention and
control of pollution) act 1981, Biological Diversity act, 2002, and Environment Protection
Act, 2002 are present to regulate the use of biological resources in a sustainable
manner. Himachal Pradesh has also its own laws such as Himachal Pradesh forest
produce act 1982, which overlooks the sustainable utilization of forest products. At last
Prof. Saroj Arora educated us about our involvement in biodiversity and how we can
preserve it.

o

TS SHRIBRY (e
ferrad Uew ol fayfaerey, evremen




