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B ABSTRACT | =

Throughout contemporary history. India has maintained robust political. cconomic. and cultural ties with

Afghanistan, with the exception ofa brief period when the Taliban ruled Kabul. India's interest lics in greater peace and

prosperity ol Alghanistan. India aims [or a relative stability

in the i the war-ravaged Alghanistan. Since 2014 Indo-

Afghan relationship have improved substantially under the Prime Ntinistership of Narendra Modi in the last seven

vears. During his initial d’l\’i in the Kabul. Afehan leader Abdul G hani's positive moves of chI\mu closer ties with Pak

LArmy ercated some uncase i New Delhi for some time. But thut changed very soon because of Pakistan militan

LLH\\I”IH"!K\\ to abandon their close relationship with Taliban and decp state policy towards Afghanistan. Indin-

Afghanistan during Modi-Ghani period have witnessed greater warmith in their relavionships and more active

cm)puullun at multiple levels. from infrastructure development to capacity building assistance. Because ot this reason.

President Ghani led ATghan government later on had sought a much greater Indian participation in developmental role

in building of infrastructure and capacity building in Afghanistan. Prime Minister Madi government continues to

emphasise on its support for a negotiated political settlement that s “Adchan-led. Alghan-owned and Afehan-

controlled”™. which means the primacy of democratically clected government o A lahanistan. Fhas article also argues

that Modi government's Alghanistan policy 1s b wed on continuous engagement for the beterment ol the larger Afghan

soctety and strengthening and the primacy ofATghan government i the Kabul.
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Introduction

In the sctting of post-Taliban Afghanistan. and
against the backdrop ol the US-led mvasion ol
Afehanistan in 2001, the bilateral relationship between

India and Afghanistan has become stronger over tme.

w7 Exceptiora brief period of Taliban control of Kabul from
71996 10 2001, India and .f\l};li(lﬂi.x‘l;n'l have been vood
extended neighbours. The vast majority of Afghans
regard India favorably. and India has returned with
cimilar views toward ordinary Alghans. It's awell-known
fact that India and Atghanistan share a long historical and
cultural te. With sharcd mutaal history ol cooperation

and respect. India and Alghanistan are transforming and

huilding mutually beneticial and cooperative relationship
in post- 9 11 scenario. Afghanistan being a land-locked
country has advantages and disadvantages both and. 1t is
the center of many connecting regions. [twas the tocal
point of much used phrase the “Great Game™ in the past
centuries benween Britsh Empire and Russian Fpire.
Britishand Afehans. Soviet Russians and Afehans.

The vear 2014 was the watershed moments
between two countries. because both New Delbi and
Kabul clected new rulers through popular-votes o rule
their respective countries. o Indiag BIP Teader and three-
thme Chiel NMinister ol Gujarat, Narendra Modr ot

clected with thumpme majority. In Afghanistanabso there
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was a change in the guard in Kabul afier :

) , S avul alter almost 13 years
of Hamid Karzai rule. 1t was Researt. Bl i year
victorions - in the muhil'm;n l. (ll '_””' iy
democratic structure of the “,,”.);mA ) ‘m e !_\". C.I.Cillc_(i
contest that i o ¢ ) ar-torn country. Itis i this

' it s pape will look into Indo-Afghan
{Ll‘““‘”s'“l’»\"lﬂ post-2014 scenario and will try to explain
‘m‘d analyses inthe framework of foreign policy approach
0|‘~ both the countries.  India-Afghanistgn singed

“Strategic Partership Agreement™ in 2011 in the
- backdrop of India's unwavering support o new
democratic regime in Kabul and commimment  for
infrastructure building as one of the largest aid assistance
providers from South Asianregion. -
Background

India had a very cordial relationship with this Land-
locked emergence  of  Islamists
Mujahideen and Taliban in the backdrop of USSR
lvasion in 1979, Cold-war between two SUpCrpowers,
US and USSR, played an important role in creating this
Alrhan socicty.

country, ull the

cnvironment of ruthless violence within
Even historically, Alghamistan was tribul-milita based
society from medieval period to madern day. The I8
century ruler of Afghanistan Ahmad Shah Abdaliwas one
the best example of this hybrid combination of tribalism

and violence as means o capture political  power.

Because of its important and very strategie Jocation,
Aluhanistan had historically remained at the center of
and rivalries between great powers.

geo-political changes
British and Russian Lmpire

Once it was rivalries between
and both tried to capture this mountainous region but they
failed. Second time was Sovict Russian empire and US
proxy war on the land of Afehanistan during cold-war
period. The scholars of Afghanistan studics use the
phrase. “Afghanistan as the gravevard ol Fmpires™, 1o
explain the [ailures oF superpowers in Alghanistan.
Indo-Alghan long standing (riendship and
relationship were cemented and made stronger formally
by the signing of the "Fricndship Treaty” between two
countries in the year 1950, Later on. hoth India and
Afghanistan held regular mectings for greater
interdependence and signed various agreements and

protocols to promote co-operation, mutual-relianee and

people to people engagements. The Soviet Uinion's

invasion of Alghanistan in 1979 and subscquent regime

building through proxy, during at the height of the Cold

¢ situation for India. given the

War, created a favourab
country closer ties with USSR Between 1979 and [98Y.
India provided and increased much of ity investment in
Afghanistan's developmentseetors, including industrial.
irrigation. and hydroclectric projects. In this context.
had a strong impact and soft: power in
Pakistan.

[ndia has
Alghanistan since the beginning. whereas
India's arch foc, fails Lo recognise India's positive rolein
Afghamstan's growth trajectory and perecives [ndia’s
presence asa threat.
India-Pakistan Factor

Pakistan as an immediate neighbor country treats

Aluhanistan as its “sphere o influence™ and within that

s India's involvement in Al
interest” of "deep state policy .

frmew ork e vhanistan as
an attack on its strategic
India on the other hand have its own reason to supportan
A feghan governmen
apture power in Kabul. So. the

independent t which docs not uses

religious extrenmisi 1o ¢
enduring factor of [ndia-Pakistan rivalry m South Asta
have undeniable mmpacts on Aluhanistan crisis. directh
or indirectly. Indian foreign policy approach towards
Afehanistan had been of mutual respect and cooperation
throughout her history with emphasis on development
cooperation and butlding ol infrastructure. which will
benelitcomnion Afehans,

[ contrast o India's approach, Pakistan's policy
toward Alehanmstan has been characterised by "deep state
policy” and a "sphere of inlluence™ approach. Pakistan's
has considered Afghanistan as its backyard throughout i
history. In its myopic "strategic” vision. Pakistan cannot
accept that India plays any role in Aflghanistan, where
India provides much-needed developmental aid and
capacity  building for ordinary - Afghans. akistan
considers India’s presence in Afghanistan o be o
"trategic! 10ss for them and a "strategic” gain for its arch-
rival across the border. For Pakistan, Alghanistan is a
"ero-sum game! in which itmay cither lose to India or
gain the upper hand in the bigger geopohitical game ol
Afehaniston.

Indo-Afghan Relations, 2001-14

Following the 9 11 attacks, the United States led

the "Operation Fnduring Freedom." which successiuth

ousted the Taliban from Kabul and appointed a carctaker
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