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| Introduction : One important issue that has afiracted wider public atiention with the outsel the 21°
century is the emancipation of women in all aspects of human life. In the past, women have been
subjected to exploitation, discrimination, inequality and injustice in a male dominated society. There have
hec_n casesof F:ru-l:l:t'_r and diserimination against women in all parts of the world. In spite of increased
socio-cconomic, political and legal assislance women in the society, the cases of discrimination and
crimes ugaml_wmm are still large in numbers. It has been confirmed in a number of studies conducted
by United N:11_|uns Development Progremme and also in the studies of International Human Right Walch
that women still feel insecure in the wider public spaces.
India is the largest earth i ich i i
SO e ;:f:: d:rqmm-:.?' on lhn . in _whlch the half of its population belongs to women.
. role in nation-building through nurturing famil I I
contributing substantially 1o the national economy and makin !m y, the primary unfl of the society,
culture of Indian society has been a |.na* i f}r mkhm dﬂw 8 success.The highly e ciive
el i jor __I!-Fiﬂr for low participation of women in public sector.
¥, 90 per cent of female forces are engaged in niz
SO e engaged in unorganized sector (The World Bank, 1991).
: predominately, engaged in agricultural and informal hous
incubator of rural economy, which serves as R R hwschnld labour. Women are also a real
centof e otal workEones o eeans R hﬂﬁkbmnﬂud:m economy. Women conslitute 32.2 per
.8 per cent are employed in agriculture as against 27.2 per cent

econamies. on the earth bt barly 5
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Women Empowerment Strategy in India

declaration of human rights, (1343) umlu! the aegis of Uniteq Nations
I e squatity of huf““" n.ml. lrc:u}nh:ﬂ!. 1o all, irrespective to one's caste, class
(UNOL d cthl‘lk‘i‘culm”“ distinctiveness’s (Develak et al, 20007y Article 55 of 1)

promote “universal respect for, and “hm';:[:':'m““ihmmnzﬁgh's and fundamental freedoms
distinetion as to race, $eX, 1fmg_ungﬂ and i 1b'““_ ( apoor UU“\.}- !

Similarly, the constitution ﬂfl India works as an ”_“F"""I'J‘ and vigilani guardian fo the basic human
ights of its citizen. The incorporation of fuf':nlamcmal rights in the Part 111 of Indian constitution not only
snsure the right to equality, libuﬂ:"‘_ﬁjgm to life h"“ also ““_"‘5 as an effective custodian of religious, cultura]
nd educational rights of the minorities communities of India (Bakshi 2005).

In addition, Supreme Court of India, High Courts of Indian slates and various institutiona]
arrangements such as National Human Rights Commission, State Human Rights Commissions, and Statutory
Commissions for Minorities and Tribal Rights are honestly and sincerely providing their respective physical,
financial and technical assistance to the fulfilment of said objective. The presence of a large web of quality
educational and research institutions also works to create awareness's about the essential human rights of the
citizen of India.

In spite of a large numbers of incentives initialed towards women empowerment in India, women
are still deprived from their basis human rights. There are still wide spread discrimination, injustice and
crimes which are committed against women. In spile of increased socio-cconomic and palitical participation
of women they are still far from living a life of liberty, equality and self reliance.So there is a need to
reassess and restructure the present strategy to women empowerment in India.

Women Empowerment Through Capability Development
Most of the development and poverty alleviation programmes in India in post independence years till
19805 were based on trickle-down effect and hardly took into consideration the gender nequality,
Capability approach developed by the champion of welfare economics, Amartya Sen is an attempt 1o
analyses the impact of modern welfare policies in the actual empowerment of the people. Sen argued for five
components in assessing capability:

1. The importance of real freedoms in the assessment of a person's advantage

2. Individual differences in Ihr.nhi]rtytu transform resources into valuable activities

3. The multi-variate nature of activities giving rise lo happiness

4. A balance of mnleriali"gtii:fﬁhﬂéﬁnﬁiﬁﬂ&i'aﬁﬂié t‘w:tnrs in evaluating human welfare.

Irivim l"ﬂlh
= L% onomy that ranks umly
cecornd atler China
An Assessment (1]
[he universal o
+ face, decent,
N F'If-dl.:t:-' o
for all without

religion, =¢x ab
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