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Geopolitics of Indo-Myanmar Relations
and lts Relevance for India’s Act East
Policy

Aaradhana Singh

Since the inception of human civilization, geography remains an important element
for the formulation of policies. Former PM, Atal Bihari Vajpayee once stated that
you cannot change geography so you have to cope up with geographical challenges.
Kautilya propagated the theory of realism in the spheres of international politics
2400 hundred years ago. In the middle of the 20™ century E.H. Carr and
Morgenthau campaigned for the cause of realism in the realm of international
politics, however a sizeable component of idealism was mixed with their theories.'

In the latter decades of the 20 century an important development was the

emergence of neo-realism, associated in particular with Kenneth Waltz whose key
argument was that the international behaviour of states derived from the anarchical
character of international politics.? States had to protect themselves in a situation
where there was no overriding authority. Balancing behaviour was the most obvious
example of how states sought to achieve their security goals. In WalizZ's view
international politics was best explained in terms of the nature of the system as a
whole, rather than by focusing on the characteristics of states or even human
nature. He gave less explicit attention to moral issues than did Carr and
Morgenthau. Nevertheless, goals such as peace and security are important to Waltz.
His concern is to show how the achievement of such goals is dependent upon

understanding how states function in international politics. Liberalism (or liberal
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after the end of the Cold War, Indo-Myanmar relations have also chan ged radically.
The reasons thereof pertain principally to four factors: the economic development
of Indias North East, India’s increased interest in trade with ASEAN, India’s
search for energy security and increased Chinese involvement in Myanmar and its
geo-strategic importance in the chessboard of balance of power in Asia.

PM Modi had visited Myanmar in November 2014 during his first term
(2014-19) to participate East Asia Summit and India-ASEAN bilateral summit
also. He launched ‘Act East Policy’ during this visit. It is a new avatar of ‘Look East
Policy’ which was invented by PM Narasimha Rao in 1993 to connect with the
countries of Southeast Asia. In fact, Act East Policy is the furtherance of Look East
Policy. Only major transformative difference is it that it is more proactive and has
stretched its geographical span from Myanmar to Australia. This paper intends to
dwell upon the importance of Myanmar in India’s Act East Policy. It has become
more important when PM Modi has been reelected for the second term ( 2019-
2014) with bigger majority. His government has become a maiden one after 1971
to return in power with full and accelerated majority with the same leader. It is
bound to accelerate the proactive implementation of the foreign policy further,
which has been hallmark of Modi government since 2014.

Myanmar was not in the focal agenda of India’s Foreign policy in first decades
of independence despite the fact Myanmar was one of the pioneers of Non-Aligned
Movement super headed by Prime Minister Nehru to maintain neutrality during
the Cold War era. Nehru was a Wilsonian idealist and never tried to understand
Kautilayan notion of realism in the realm of foreign policy. Nehru’s utopia was
shattered into pieces after 1962 war. China has resolved boundary disputes with
Burma almost at the same time. The interesting thing is that in case of demarcation
of its boundary with Myanmar, China had conceded McMahon Line, which it
had refused to accept with India just after the 1962 war and till date opposes.
Former Chinese Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao (2003-2013) met 15 times with his
Indian counterpart Dr. Manmohan Singh and Present Chinese President Xi met
over 13 times with PM Modi but boundary dispute remains unresolved. When
PM Vajpayee visited Beijing in June 2003 it was agreed that high-voltage talks
headed by both countries NSAs will take place to resolve the long-standing border
issue. Till date even after 21 rounds of the high-voltage talks no progress has been
made to resolve it. It has further broken the tall claims of the harbingers of the
process of globalization that they have the capacity to resolve thorny conflicts

berween two big adversaries.
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4 Look East to Act East

Myanmar is of course a different country for India in comparison with Chjp,
Myanmar was part of India till 1935 and even today a good number of Indian; are
in Myanmar. India and Myanmar share over a 1600 km land border and fo,,
Indian northeastern states (Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland & Arunachal Pradcsh)
have porous border with Myanmar. China is intended to protect its southery,
flank from possible future Indian threats and needs access to the sea to expory
goods from land-locked southern China. India fears encirclement by Chinese
client states, like Pakistan and to some extent Myanmar. Both major powers nee(
Myanmar’s natural gas to fuel their rapidly expanding economies. Since
independence, however, Myanmar sought autonomy in managing relations with,

India and China.

Since the post-Cold War, India has upgraded the contours of its Myanmar
policy and discarded promotion of democratic values and adopted realism to deal
with it. This strategic competition worries members of ASEAN, who are concerned
that an apparently weak and vulnerable state like Myanmar will fall into Beijing’s
orbit and become a Chinese stalking horse in the region. Prevailing divergences
between China and ASEAN countries over South China Sea have further eroded
crust deficit despite high voltage trade. Other Asia-Pacific countries, like Japan
and South Korea, are concerned about the impact this competition will have on
their sea lanes of communication to the Middle East, on which they depend for
oil. Meanwhile, Russia is keen to consolidate its foothold in the region, and secure
energy contracts with Myanmar, which it is wooing through the sale of arms and

a nuclear reactor.

The United States fears that left abandoned by the western countries, Myanmar
may slip in the full ambit of China and could become another pariah country. The
United States is worried about containing Chinese influencea in Myanmar therefore
it is engaging Myanmar.

President Obama visited Asia-Pacific just after his re-election in November
2012. Interestingly, he visited Myanmar also and has established a minimum level
of bilateral relationship between two estranged countries for many decades. Months
before, Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton had also visited Myanmar and it was a
maiden visit by any top US officials after 1955. Ac the same time India—-US
bonhomie s also propelling and this has been a push factor for the softening of the
US attitudes towards Myanmar. All these efforts of engagements have taken place
despite a long rhetoric against military government and now military controlled
government by India and all other important Western countries including the
US. It is merely due to geo-strategic importance of Myanmar. Since the end of the

——-—
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Cold War, thearchitecture of Asian balance of power is changing therefore Myanmar

has started to exploit its excellent geo-strategic position to maximize its interests
through keeping diversity in foreign relations.

Over the prcviotxs two and half decades, Myanmar has skilfully exploited its
sensitive geo-strategic position, and the fears about its close relationship with
China, to win favourable deals from India and some of the key ASEAN countries
notably Singapore and Thailand. Yet Myanmar’s military government still fcel;
threatened by the US and other Western countries. To contain the wrath of the
Western countries and the US, Myanmar has started to diversify its foreign policy.

To achieve this it has started to engage India with full will power and also with the
Western countries and the US.

During the expansion of European imperialism even Myanmar was important
among competing imperil powers due to its geo-strategic importance. Myanmar
has always in some sense been a focal point of political and economic interest or
contention. Starting in 1820, the British colonial empire absorbed Myanmar into
British India through a series of three expensive and contentious Anglo-Burmese

Wars.

Post-Cold War and post-9/11 global architecture of power has given a new
twist to Asia. It is widely argued by the pundits of the international politics that
Asia will dominate the global system in the 21 century. Two decades of the 21*
century are almost coming to an end, but there is hardly any possibility of emergence
of Asia. This situation has arisen due to conflict of interests among major powers
of Asia. In the case of Myanmar, although all important stakeholders of Asia are
involved but India and China are involved deeply due to their geo-strategic clash
of interests, and needless to say that Myanmar is of strategic interest for both.
Kautilya had stated that two big geographical neighbours cannot be friends. India
and China are not only big geographical neighbours but nursing great ambitions
as global powers.

Myanmar has abundance of natural resources which both countries need to
feed their expanding economies. Myanmar's geo-strategic location is also important
for both countries because it is sandwiched between both countries, landlocked
areas which despite their all-round progress remain underdeveloped. For maritime
point of view, it is again important for both countries. Myanmar is also important
because it connects South Asia to Southeast Asia and thus remains extremely
important for India, China, ASEAN, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia and of course
also to the US due to its unipolar status in global politics.
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Vi

“[t]he study of the cffects of political actions an human geography, involving
the spatial analysis of human phenomena. Traditionally polincal geography
was concerned with the study of states—their groupings and global relations
(geopolitics) and their morphological characteristics, i.e. their fronuers and
boundarics. In the last 20 years increasing interest has been shown in smaller
political divisions, i.c. those within states, involving an appreciation of the
i 1on b political p and sparial organt e.g. the nature
and qi of decisi king by urban government, the relationship
between public policy and resource develop the geography aof public
finance and electoral geography.™

India was pursuing promotion of democracy as an agenda of its foreign policy in
terms of Myanmar since last independence bur changed the discourse while
anticipating growing Chinese imprint and geopolitical importance of Myanmar
in post-Cold War scenario. ASEAN was also apprehensive abour the credentials of
military dominated governments in Myanmar and therefore was hesitant o include
Myanmar in ASEAN, but was finally compelled to incorporate it to maintain
cohesion. China is known for its arm-twisting tactics as far as boundary issues are
concerned with all of its neighbors but with Myanmar it has accepred the same
McMahon's Line as legitimate boundary which Chinese have rejected with India.
Icis vindicating Napoleon's assertion that every country is basically pursuing
its own geography in the realms of forcign policy. In mid-April 2013, Chinese
troops entered 19 km deep into Eastern Ladakh within Indian territory and after
great efforts returncd in the first week of May 2013, Such incursions into the LAC
(Line of Actual Control) are still on and well thought our Chinese ways to test
India’s courage and send a candid message to India that it should not be allied with
its competitor particularly the United States. China is making regular incursions
and violating McMahon Line, but has accepted the same line as legitimate in case
of Myanmar. Chinese have also occupied strategic Pakistani port of Gwadar in
February 2013 and developing it to consolidate its geo strategic stacus. But through
this it has almost surrounded India from all sides. It is estimated by intelligence
experts that a strong presence of PLA is already in Pakistan occupied Kashmir.
These incidents are indicators that many negative things are occurring in this part
of the world and India must correct this situation while offering new vistas of
cooperation with Myanmar and other like-minded countries of the region.

India-China Thrust for Energy Security and Myanmar

The demand for energy in Asia is growing exponentially. A 2011 State Department

Public Alfairs document projects that:
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energy security isan important component of China and India’s national strategies
and shape their political and economic deaision-making process. The need is so
acute that both countries have diversified their energy supply from all possible
energy surplus countries of the globe.

Sino-Indian competition is not entirely centered on the pursuit of energy, and
the geopolitical facet of their overall competition is a clear illustration of the
dynamics between the two countries in the region. Politics and economic interests
are inscparable and “there are still considerable strategic misgivings berween the
two countrics that hamper bilateral cooperation in the energy sector.”" Yet, as
Chatterjee contends, both countries have realized that the “lack of energy
cooperation...will not only impair their own encrgy security, but may also have
negative implications on regional stability, as has happened in the case of Sino-
Japan relations.”'¢ The intricate and often despairingly political dynamic between
these two countries is best exhibited by their energy interests in Myanmar.

In contemporary Myanmar, China and India pursue the same priorities:
resource extraction and regional dominance. Their approach toward Myanmar 1s
both comprehensive and compeutive in their political support of the Burmese
regime."” Their support of the current regime is merely a choice of strategic benefic
as they have “supported the Myanmar government's seven-step roadmap to
democracy and strongly opposed Western sanctions against Myanmar."** China
and India have chosen in many instances to ignore questionable actions by the

Burmese regime, specifically in domestic politics, in order to gain lucrarive oil and
gas contracts.

China’s appetite for encrgy has significantly grown throughout the recent
years. In late 2010, “China’s energy import dependency had already amount(ed)
t0 50% of its total consumed energy, and according to some sources, even 60% or
higher.”" The importance of establishing a consistent and reliable supply of energy
is intricately tied to the infrastructure of the Chinese economy. The economy

depends on this growing infrastructure, which in turn depends on a consistent
and reliable supply of energy.

The rapid lust for more space for cnergy security in Myanmar by China and
India has created environmental problems. The Burma Environmental Working
Group (BEWG) published a report on environmental issues concerning Burma.??
Of particular interest was the impact of multinational companies on the
environment; because those companies often represent the interests of various
host governments, the report contains useful data on Chinese investment in energy
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“":‘ Aul:iu:;'viri:.:d Myanmar in November 2012 and reinforced deepening of

Q :"Sola is the casc of many high profile visits from the Western world. Japen

:I:& shown keen interests © develop warm relations with Myanmar. Japanese
o : : xF fof the 2013. British
; i Abe visited Myanmar 10 the first half o

Prime Minister Shinzo dent has also visited Washington

i 's Presi
PM has also visited Myanmar. Myanmars s .
in May 2013 and further cemented the ues. The US is aware about growing

Myanmar importance in Asia-Pacific. These signiﬁ.cznl Yimf by US and allied
Jeaders should be seen in the backdrop of America reinserting itselfas a key player
in Asia-Pacific, becoming 2 counterweight to a rising and assertive China, and
rallying Asian countrics under the banner of the stars and stripes.’

This opinion by a leading ASEAN daily justifies the urge of the region. We
have witnessed a smooth relationship berween India and ASEAN since the adoption
of Lok East Policy in 1992. But the sctual fruit of deepening relationship with
ASEAN will only be realized when connectivity will be established between both
sides. It was conceived almost 20 years ago but till date proper land route has not
been established. Once it gets established, it will be a game changer for both India
and ASEAN in the areas of trade and commerce, cultural relations, tourism and
people to peaple exchange. Tt will also be accelerating the pace of growth and

Geapolisses of Indo-My Rel, i3

development of our northeastern states, Majority of road network has already
been constructed in Myanmar, only few bridges and missing links have yet to be
constructed. Once network will be ready in Myanmar, it will be extended up to
Thailand and then it will be connecting India to Hanor, Viernam. According to
Union Minister of Road Transport, Mr Nitin Gadkan, lndla-Myan.mar--rhAﬂEnd
Trilateral Highway is likely to be operational by December 2019. According o
him, extension of trilateral highways to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam is bcgm
pl:mncd and arc ac different stages of implementation. -

We had been obsessed with the policy of democracy promotion in Myanmar
therefore we had some problem of trust deficit. Historically, Myanmar has been
pursuing diverse foreign policy. While facilitating connecuvity with ASEAN
Myanmar will be intensifying 1ts strategic independence and maximize its n:uionzi
interest. India and ASEAN have neither land nor maritime boundary problem
The proposed connectivity will provide India an important foothold within Lh;
security architecture of Asia-Pacific. PM Modi visited Myanmar in November
2014 and it was followed by other high-profile visits from both sides.

The ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit was held in New Delhi on 20-
21 December 2012. The Vision Document that was adopred proclaimed a Strategic
Partnership and underlined the importance of regional integration and connmi:ig’
The Commemorative Summit was attended by the Sultan of Brunes, Presidents ‘Zf
Indonesiaand Myanmar, Vice President of the Philippines and PMs Iof Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.* In January 2018 ali
ASEAN heads of states were collective guests for India’s Republic Day c:':lcbram.ms
It coincided with India-Summit also. Many bilateral agrcements were inked .

The report by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) records the extraordin

rise of Asia and points out that, * Asia is in the midst of a truly hlst:rz
wansformation. If it continues to grow on its recent trajectory, it could by 2050
account for more than half of Global Domestic Product (GDP), trade .\ndl
investment, and enjoy wide spared affluence.™ Likewise Robert Kaplan, Senior
Fellow at the Center for a New American Security, observes that the worl'd’s new
centre of gravity is in ‘monsoon Asia. According to him, “...the sum total effect of
US preoccupation with Iraq and Afghanistan has been so fast forward the arrival
f’{ (h.e Asian century, not only in the cconomic terms that we all know about, but
in military terms as well."% But the question remains that Asia is fightin wt'thin
much bcff)re its dominance over the global system has been cs(ablishc«f In dhis
new security architecture of Asia, Chinese interests are not converging with India
ASEAN, Japan, Vietnam, South Korea and Australia. United States of course ha;
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of China policy tacitly and trying to expand the

led -ontanment
propelled ¢ Myanmar has immense use for India becayse

In thus calculation 100: . <
surategic locauion

of Myanmar for India’s Act East Policy

The growing M’.,nmu-lndu relationship could Pc detnmental for the iy,
in northeast India. The northeastern s@es of Mizoram, Manipur, Nigal:;sm“
Arunachal Pradesh share a long porous bo'd"_ with Myanmar. Cq g
almost all rebel groups of the Northeast maintain SANCIUATIES in remore axq‘d,'
the Myanmar qde of the border. Many parts of North and Northwest Myan on
bordering India are notin control of lhc. csubllshrn:m..Thc policy of M
towards Indian insurgents has been a mix. Because India was carlier SUppor:
pro-dcmocucy elements therefore, Myanmar was also supporting non;,“n
insurgents © contain India. But itis also a fact !ha.t My:mmu has nevey b
inimical aturude rowards India in rerms of supporting insurgents’ groups :.n
Chin, Mizo and Kachin cthnic groups being spread on both sides of the % rd:
The fact remains that when India is not supporting Myanmar it was exten din
temporary support 1 the insurgents. Myanm;r cannot Stlmain the proces 3
supporting insurgents because the Naga insurgent groups like NSCN (Ky's .
of 'Greater Nagaland’ includes large areas of Myanmar is a direct threg
My:nm:u"s national |mcgnry.“ Many insurgent groups active in Manipyg u:
Assam have bases in Myanmar also. All these rebel groups obtain weapons fr,
various clandestine sources on the Sino-Myanmar border. Some of these Wﬂpo:
originate in Chinas Yunnan province and while others are made in secret gy,
factories in arcas in Northeastern Myanmar. Myanmar is the corridor to Yunnay
where a low-profile Chinese organization known as ‘Five Tigers' runs arms dey),
with tacit understanding of the Chinese authorities.#? China is very happy 1
witness that insurgency will sustain in India. Only Myanmar has acommon concegy
with India due to its own vulnerability from the synergy of ethnic groups on iy
«ide too. Myanmar has taken practical steps to curb insurgent training centres
from its soil but many training centres are still active and need to be dealt with, 1y
June 2019, Myanmar and Indian forces jointly executed operations againg

insurgents in their territories.

Jmportance

Myanmar has been their natural habitar since decades bur since the last one
decade their natural habitat has been devastated in Bhutan, partially in Bangladesh
and now Myanmar has extended its cooperation 0 weed out insurgents from its
soil. Modi government has taken proactive interestin these affairs and convinced

I,

Geopolitscs of Indo-Myanmar Rel -

My.arfmar that insurgents’ sanctuary in deep Myanmar 1s not only detrimental for
[ndia’s secunty bur for Myanmar also, given the fact thar it has a larger eth
spectrum and majonty are fighting against the sarte. Besides chi ot
Prcvaxhng coc.)pcranon to eliminate insurgents which will facilitate : Imp:lmm
northeast India, we need to contain drug menace too that onginated fi "0:1“ —
known as Gol(lkn Triangle. In northeast India this drug (:dc has oo d Y‘"“":]‘
havoc where sun‘blc numbers of youth are suffering with HIV-AT[;‘S“TI: ‘:“
wrade is also providing lucrative financial base to insurgent gr M h
cager 10 cooperate in this regard because of its own similar :r::l‘:m P

At the same ume, one should not fo

s . AN rget that Myanmar is 2

Archnc.cturc of Asia-Pacific has given this opportunity to Myanmar dﬁ f riry

strategic location. China and India have already become the engine o; g::‘i:o.
in

Asia and expected to sustain the process in fo
reseeabl
western block is also seriously ¢ 2 le future. As mentoned above
~

ol ar for ing its nacional

interests in prevailing situation. M
i | 0 yanmar has also become important within
The US and other important memb
: ers of western block are reen
Myanmar. India has also renewed its deepening relationship with My.mmsz;zrsmg

PM AModi visitcTi Myanmar in September 2017. It was his second visit after
coming into power in May 2014. During this visit many new agreements were
ml:;dl\;{:‘d M:ydl:)w. PM r\:(odl rerurned to power for the second term (2019-24)
P i had launched ‘Act East Policy’ while participating in lnd:a-ASEAN

summit in November 2014 in M; Act East Poli
- Pol
Look East Policy and came out WI’th anewc t Policy is a new incarnation of

with new challenges in Indias relations with the :cgl‘:;ma;:x;::r al - iciga “5
in the swearing-in ceremony of PM Modi in his second term on 30 ;)xf ‘;‘(‘)‘;‘;‘;

should nor forget that Myanmar is the only land bridge between India a:d Mmc

Myanmar has an important geo s i i

Cold War period it was n‘::: vindifated.t?r:ci‘:l:zstl-ogo‘lj: nW: A"th““".g s
not been reflected since few years back. It is connecting Soulhl::':a (o“;o' :Lw“
A.sm. Mxmmar has been dominated by the military both overtl andc'u ":‘
since its mcq?tion. China has been dominant in Myanmar since l:st ™w c:cvc:d :
and invested in energy and infrastructure sector in a huge way. Akhoughoin 20 IT

a mega Dam project was withdrawn from Chi
. o ina by Myanmar bur sull China has
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//L':/"'—F_\
16 d with the idea of promotion and Protection

obsess ’

Till recently: ln:‘!:'1 ‘;:;m“ but growing Chinese muscle has motivated lng,
cratic values ||,;_-v iA Myanmar (0 COpE Up with the emerging Situatigy,

policy

i huge volume. C},
uipment to Myanmar in aht S
lmfi::w Smh rraining in the technical use of weapon, -~
Goods boug;ht from Chinaover the years have '"fluded Pl
weapon :_m:m&n canks, fighter aircraft, radar systems, amMmURItion, surface
P"IWnncl carnc h' range air-1o-3ir missile systems. China has drgdy Uty
srmi availing the status of ‘all weather friendshiy

3 . d :
Pakistan since mrll}I I::?i::;‘ Myanmar could mean that India would find g
their decpening : m:sidc by Beijing and its area of influence leaving no buffe

surrounded on three od the arrogant Chinese behaviour since last few Years
states. We ha:; :l:ucrmns cncidents of border incursions. }n t.his situation y
particularly wi N: i“ ead of reactive. Narasimha R2? hzd L_mtmcd this policy
need o be Pm-‘l:ni“ when his forcign secretary J.N. Dxxx.t visited Myanmar 4
engaging Myan™ ¢ convergence. Since the NDA regime (1998-2004) Ing;,
laid the foundation © mar. Former PM Manmok,,

as accelerd C utilyan lﬂ]ls‘ m to en, ¢ Myan
h el tcd thi Kai tllyﬂ gag!

i gh (2004—]3) has su.swncd rhc P CCSS. In the year 2011 and 2012, M:

Sin| o

President visited India and it was reciprocated by high-profile visits from the
resident
Indian side.

It has created a good opportunity

demo! '
to reconsider 165
China has given ™!
provides the Myanmar

for India. Historically, Myanmar has beey
i i lowed any particular country
ine diversified f licy and never al . -
P““f““g ‘nl:v;\dﬁ;f:iu:‘::li?cpr; relation 1s not simply important for us but it alsg
domlcn:t:clm;liz ;o Southeast Asiaand that is excremely important for’mc'umm
“:;“:‘h of India. We could establish connectivity by road and rail with ASEAN
B

only through Myanmar.

Ec:;:::::y—mmar will pay lucrative dividends to us on the chcssboa.rd of Asian
balance of power. It will be another fulcrum of lnfilas Act East Policy. We are

n the right direction. The arrival of Modi government for the Sccon.d
g Act East Policy. Myanmar-India bonhomie

term in May 2019 has given a boost to ; ' h
is all set to grow with prevailing security architecture of Asia. The geopolitics of

Myanmar will be a facilitator of our role as an Asian power.
Need of the hour is that we have to deepen our relationsh.ip “'lilh‘My;u.ulm
which will not only be a win-win situation for both butin addition it will facilitaie

justice-based order in Asia.
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[ndo-Iran Relationship:
Challenges and Opportunities in the Changing Context

Aaradhana Singl

“Among all the nations and races who have come in contact with India none of
them has so everlasting influence on our culture and civilisation as that of Trantans.”

— Discovery of India by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru

The ties between India and Iran date back to the Persian Empire of Cyrus the
Great. The nations have long influenced each other in the fields of culture, art,
architecture, and language, especially during 1526-1757 when the Mughals ruled
India. India and Iran also shared a border until 1947. For many centuries, Persian
remained the language of Indian judiciary. The first Persian newspaper “Mirat-
ul-Akhbar” that was started by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, an Indian social reformer,
tells us about the influence that Persian culture had on our history and society.
However, after independence, particularly during Cold War era India’s relation
with Iran could not sustain the same warmth due to a gamut of prevailing
compulsions. Iran, along with Pakistan and Turkey, joined the American-led
capitalist block after the Second World War and in contrast India adopted the
dogma of non-alignment and tilted towards the Soviet Union-led socialist block.
Pakistan has remained a factor between India and Iran. But after the end of the
Cold War, many changes have taken place at the bilateral as well multilateral level
and these changes have brought India and Iran closer than ever despite many
divergent interests and opinions. In the backdrop of the July 2015 nuclear deal

with the Western world, Indo—Iran relationship was getting smoother but President
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are two imporeant counu'igcs :::‘"r lh" are aware that Saudi Arabia and Pakistan
; of three, who gave recognirion to the Taliban
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Since March 2011, violence in Syna is taking place hcletcn the EOVernmen,
and the opposition forces, and according to the United Nations and other glob
agencics, all December 2018 around 5,25,000 people have been killed. T"ltTch"k_
e Taliban Pakistan (2 Sunni milicant organisation) hnd declared in July 2013 kil
they had dispatched their fighters to wage _I:Im% against the govcrnmcw forces @
Syra. One of the most important mortivating factors behind this decision of the
fﬂ’ s that the President Assad is Shia. Saudi Arabia along with lh:.ir SUPporters
is with the opposition forces and Iran along with China .lf\d Russia is supporting
President Assad’s government. It exposed the cfg.\hurim claim of the Sunny militany
groups that they are fighting for the cause of Islam.

Afghanistan 15 2 matter of utmost concern both for India and Iran, During
the Taliban regime, India and Iran along with Russia extended their support to
Northern Alliance led by legendary leader Ahmed Shah Masood. By December
2014, NATO forces withdrew themselves from Afghanistan. Since 18 years, Karggj
and Ghani regimes, an elected onc s ruling the country and has tried o build the
strength of Afghan National Army (ANA) bur there are apprehensions that after
the NATO withdrawal, the ANA would not be able to properly contain Talibap,
In this prevailing situation, Taliban may take over and given its previous governance
record, it could be detrimental for the national interests of both India and Irap,
By the end of 2019, this apprehension rules the roost in Afghanistan. In ths
situation, they must forge a strong alliance to protect and promote their interests
in Afghanistan. Needless to say thar Pakistan will not allow this 1o happen;
therefore, India and Iran must formulate a combined strategy to handle this
sitwation. Saudi Arabia, the tradivional arch rival of Iran, will also support Pakistani
position to export its narrow version of lilam as it had already done during the
previous Taliban regime. Needless to say that Taliban has been the harbinger of
the conservauve version of Islam in Afghamistan.

Iran is rradiionally a peaceful country. Iran established a national army only
recently, under the Pahlavi dynasty. The country has no martial tradition unlike
1s western neighbour Turkey. After Iraq war, Tehran has avoided direct military
conflict, but its military expenditure is slightly higher than compared to those of
smaller Gulf countries.! In the case of India and Iran, there are less divergences
and more convergences of interests and that makes the case thar they should
cooperate. The changing security architecture of South and South West Asia has
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also pushed both countries on the same platform. There are many criucal areas
where the national interests of the two countries are converging

Drug trafficking and terrorism is a major concern for both countries. Since
the last three decades more than 5,000 Irantan border guards have been kalled
while containing drug trafficking. Iran shares a large poruon of its border with
Afghanistan and Pakistan and therefore is being used as a convenient route by
drug traffickers to export drugs to Europe. There are strong nter-linkages between
drug trafficking and terror network and India and Iran are the worst affected
nations from this menace. Pakistan and Afghanistan are the dens of global drug
wrafficking and terror network. To prevent these situations from having a spillover

cffect on Indiaand Iran, they must come together and take adequate steps to cope
with the future challenges.

Since independence, Pakistan sees India as its mortal enemy. During Cold
War, ran and Pakistan shared a cordial relation. Iran extended its adequate support
to Pakistan during 1965 war. In 1979, the monarchy of Iran was thrown out by
an Islamic revolution led by Ayatollah Khomeini. He was considered one of the
leading Islamic ideologues along with Maulana Maudud of Pakistan and Sayyid
Qutb of Egypt. Iran has been supportive to the right to self-determination of
Kashmiri Muslims parucularly during the cold war

Iran-India relationships have grown manifolds duc to many compulsions
brought by the end of the Cold War. Many converging interests have been the
real cementing force of the Indian foreign policy, as was aptly stared by Kaualya.
Three Indian Prime Ministers have visited Iran since the end of the Cold War. In
1993, Prime Minister Narsimha Rao visited Tehran and opened new vistas of a
deepening relationship. In 2001, Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee visited
Tehran. This visit was unique because it initiated cooperation in many areas that
were unexplored previously—Central Asia, encrgy and military mareers,
cooperation in Afghanistan that began along with strategic security. Iranian leaders
had reciprocated these top visits. Many other dignitaries from both countries also
visited each other. In 2003, Iranian president visited India and was honoured as
the Chief Guest for the Republic Day of India, a very special invitation only
reserved for the closest Indian friends. In August 2012, Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh visited Iran to participate in the 16% Summit of the NAM
During this visit, many rounds of negotiations were held with notable delegations.
[t was agreed that along with Afghanistan, India and Iran must work twgether on
the areas of common benefits. PM Modi also visited Iran in 2016. PM Modi met
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for the construction of Iranian Port of Chabahar. It will be easily accessib
Indian imports and exports through road and rail links to Afghanistan g Cen‘fh
Asia. In the last week of February 2019, a Himalayan step was tale, W 1:1
direction when maiden Afghan goods were uploaded on ships ac Chabah“ iy
which is jomntly developed by Iran and India. Pon

According to Afghan officials, 23 trucks carrying 57 tonnes of dried
textiles. carpets and mineral products were dispatched from western Afghan ¢,
of Zaran) to Iran's Chabahar port. The consignment will be shipped o the Ing; N
city of Mumbai. At the inauguration of the new export route, Presiden, l\sh:
Ghani said Afghanistan was slowly improving its exports in a bid to reduce
trade deficit. “Chabahar port is the result of healthy cooperation between Ind;
Iran and Afghanistan this will ensure economic growth™.* Chabahar has P'Wid:
an easy access to a port to Afghanistan and has ended Afghani dependence o
Karachi port of Pakistan for export/import activitics. Chabahar port has enableg
both countries to engage in trade by passing Pakistan.

Chabahar's geo-strategic location plays an important role in connecting Ing;,
to Afghanistan and Central Asia both milirarily and economically. India perceives
Central Asia, Iran, and Afghanistan situated ar the crossroads of overland trading
routes as a potential consumer market for Indian products. Similarly, Iran Wangy
to get India’s cost-effective source of high-technology inputs.’ India’s ultimage
objective is to bypass Pakistan, and also cooperate with Iran on a highway and |
system thar leads from Chabahar port into Afghanistan and Central Asia, Hngj-.w;y
connecting Afghanistan and Central Asia has been in order for many years, Ry
system has to be restored. Modi government has inaugurated 1* phase of the port
and it became operational and has also secured its exemption from the Americap
sancrions against Iran. The first meeting of the follow-up commirtee for
implementation of the trilateral Chabahar agreement between India-Afghanistan
and Iran was held in the port city of Chabahar on 21 December 2018 o finalise
trade and transit corridors. They agreed on the routes for the trade and transit

cornidors between the three countries. India Ports Global Limited had opened an
office in the port city and taken over operations of the port.

The Chabahar port in the Sistan-Balochistan province on the energy-rich
nation's southern coast is easily accessible from India's western coast and is
increasingly seen as a counter to Pakistan's Gwadar port, which is being developed
with Chinese investment under the ambit of CPEC and is located just 80 km east
from Chabahar.®

fnuu'
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On the other hand, there 1s active Chinese cooperation in the Port of Gwadar,
qince it is the only port which can serve the best interests of both China and
pakistan i the region. The Pore will, therefore, enable China keep a stricr
watch on Indias growing influence in the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, and
persian Gulf. Hence, the possibility of any future economic and milicary
collaboration between India and the US in the region can be effectively dealt
with. Another geographical advantage of the port is that it will reduce the distance
for energy imports from Persian Gulf to China. Gwadar also holds a geo-strategic
significance for China because of its proximity with the sea lanes between West
Asia and China. Itis vital for oil trade. As a gateway to the Indian Ocean, Gwadar
will provide Beijing with a listening base from where the Chinese may exert
surveillance on hyper-strategic sea links. The military actvities of the Indian and
American navies in the region can also be closely watched by the Chinese. Gwadar
port will also provide a strong base for Chinese ships and submarines. Since Gwadar
Port can fulfil its political, security and commercial objectives vis-a-vis India,
China has spent a huge amount on its construction. It is one of most significant
signature projects of the Chinese President Xi Jinping. The porc will also help
both China and Pakistan to promote trade with Gulf States possessing 63% of
world's oil reserves.”

China has acknowledged the strategic significance of Gwadar no less than
that of the Karakoram Highway.” This will further strengthen the relations between
China and Pakistan. China is also interested to turn Gwadar into an energy-
transport hub by building an oil pipeline from Gwadar into Chinese Province of
Xinjiang. The proposed pipeline will carry crude oil from Arab and African states.
Gwadar's strategic advancage to China is due to its close proximity with the Straic
of Hormuz. The presence of the US forces in the region poses not only a threat to
Chinese navy but, also t its commercial interest. Gwadar provides China with a
strong base where it can monitor US naval activity in the Persian Gulf and Indian
activities in the Arabian Sea. China has already set up clectronic posts at Gwadar
for monitoring maritime traffic through the Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian
Sea. It seems like a historical irony that Gwadar, which used to belong ro the
Omant sultan, was offered to India in the 1950s under Nehru. At the time, India
refused on the grounds that it would not be able to defend it from Pakistan.®

Chabahar is a part of the Indian grand design to apparently develop
transportation infrastructure. It is however viewed with suspicion to sabotage
Pakistan's future strategy of expanding its influence in Central Asia and beyond.
Chabahar provides India easy access to Afghanistan and Central Asia through
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Indian Ocean India’s ulumate desire 15 © connect Chabahar wygh Centry)
republics through roads and ’ network nl»r.u|wa_\' system to bypass l’“kl!un_

to reduce the dependency of Central Asian countries on the Pakistan;
Gwadar. lran s already enjoying close socio-cultural and economic 'cliuons .
the Central Asian republics Iran 1s working on several projecrs i T"‘ilk“
including the Anzob tunncl, and has constructed a l.)ndgc over the oy Dl:n
(Oxus River) that connects Chabahar with [hs Khojent route. 1n ‘dd'lion‘?:
construction of 218-km-long Zaranj-Delaram highway that now links Alghas

to the Iranian port of Chabahar and also connects Herat and Kabul vi, :
Shanf in the north and Kandhar in the south—thereby providing eagier % oaz
in Afghanistan and possibly even further, to Central Asia via lran.?

Owing to the fac that Central Asian countries are land-locked, they depeng
on Iranian ports, especially on Chabahar for trade and commercial relationg with
the rest of the world. Moreover, Afghanistan is more friendly and close t© Indiy
than Pakistan. In this regard, with its cco-strategic posirim.ung in Iran, '“diign,;
opportunity to have an access o warm waters through this region, The Creation
of North-South Corridor is the best prospect for Iran to expand its transig corridog
1o India. The idea of North-South Corridor has muluple purposes and is, dmefom'
seen as an opening to bypass East—West Silk Road Project.'

Thus, India gains more secunty, political, economic and strategic advan
from Iran, Afghanistan and Central Asia as compared to China. Iran js mo,!‘
stable than Pakistan. It has berter relations with Afghanistan and the Cenygy|
Asian states, Bordering Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan, Iran has a natur|
geographical advantage by providing access to Sea for the Central Asian Staeg,
However, intensifving competition between India and China in Arabian Sea ang
Central Asia, and the growing US concerns abour China’s offensive capabilities
made the global and regional security environment more complex and sensitive,

For India and lran, the swbility of Afghanistan, containment of terrorism,
containment of drug trafficking, integration of Central Asia with larger world,
energy security, pipeline issues and development of commerce and cooperation
in energy sector are some of the important cementing factors of their bilateral
relationship. The nuclear 1ssue and Western sanctions on Iran and Kashmir issues
are issues of contention between both countries.

There are a range of divergences berween India and Iran. These divergences
need to be narrowed down. The first and most important among them is nuclear
issue. Due to the 2008 nuclear treaty, India and United States have been converted
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from being Cold War—era Estranged Allies t Engaged Allies in the 21" century
This development maintains Kauulya’s theory thar convergences of interests play
a decisive role in the realm of international relations. Islamic State has become 4
serious cause of concern for the countries in the Middle Fast. Iran is the only
country within this region that has shown its willingness to contain Islamic State
The United States is also concerned to contain Islamic State. This is equally true
to contain the resurgent Taliban in Afghanistan. The resurgent Taliban and the
Jslamic State is also a serious secunty threat for India, Russia and China. This

prevailing secunity architecture in the Middle East and South West Asia has pushed
India and Iran to deepen their relationship

This cooperation will bring durable peace and cooperation i the most volaile
part of the globe. India, today, is perhaps the only capable country to convinee
both of them on this issuc. Bringing United States and lran closer on the same
page on diverse conflicting issues is in the larger national interest of India and of
regronal peace also. Ie will also provide stability to the security of South West
Asia. India must convey to the United States that Iran is mutwally beneficial for
us. India must also advice Iran that instead of confronting the US, it must cooperate
with the Western world to protect Shia Muslims on humanitanan grounds. Iran
was trying to free Shia places of worships in Iraq but it yrelded no adequate results
since it was not vacated due to American military operation. After the death of
Saddam Hussamn in 2003, global community gor to know that two of the most
sacred places of Shia worship, Najaf and Karbala are in Irag and not in Iran. Iran
must also shed 1ts mindset of opposition for the sake of opposition to the United
States. It 1s also equally applicable for the United States. India is better positioned

today to mediate berween two bitter rivals probably first time after the end of the
Second World War.

Second most important irritant between India and Iran is the Kashmir issue.
Recently, Iran has not extended its support to the cause but previously it had
extended s support 1o independence of Kashmir. Iran must understand wich its
experience in Iraq war that religion cannot be a promorer of nauonal interests.
Since many decades, Iran is competing with Saudi Arabia on a number of 1ssues.
Both are harbingers of Islam, so then a question thatarises is why are they fighting
against cach other? Only convergences of interests are the cementing factor in
foreign policy. It 1s an open sccret thac India and lran’s interests converge on
several grounds; therefore, they are cooperating not only for the protection and
promotion of their national meerests but also for peace and stabilicy in the region.
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Iran is yet another point of contention berween India and ¢he Uy
although recently India has been morivated by the US to p, aricipase i"ed Sta
Western sanctions aganst Iran. Global concern over Iran's "Ude;,n UN‘H
development program, and the potential for subsequent proliferation Weapoy,
US efforts to coordinate a coercive international sanctions regime. Indiy, dl'va
has a long historical and mutually beneficial relationship with [raq i
trade, commerce, and cultural diffusion, with India currendly imwnlng - t@
amounts of oil from and facilitating the financing of Iranian energy cOmZnn
the targets of Western sanctions, India and Iran are two important ol dvﬁ?" :
and have been connected to each other since millennia. 2ation,

After the end of the Cold War, there has been a shift in the global distribyg;
of power from the West to the East. While the political system globally g, tw
be described as unipolar, Asia s characterized by multipolarity. The po“,mmu
Asia compete for power, influence and resources. India is amongst the great poy, of
on the rise. India is the seventh largest country in the world, the second A
populous and the world's largest democracy.'" It is one of the world's mose po o
cconomies and has highly professional armed forces, which have made India ¢,
as an enury that can help shift the global balance of power. o

In this changing polincal environment, India has struggled to define itself
and comprehend its power capabilities as well as the possibilities and limitating
of that power. Indian global thinking is characterized by a lack of consensus ong
strategic framework thar can structure its foreign relations.'* India could Chingc
the game while invoking real spirit of NAM in the context of Iran. Given the
pressure by the United States on India in this context, we must take a principle
stand and advise both to sette their thorny issues through amicable means of
sertling disputes. Fortunately, the situation is emerging to help Indias ideal line

on lran.

Concluding Observations
Whart complicates India’s Iran policy is that the US and Iran are adversaries. The
US wants to isolate Iran, partly through imposing strict economic sanctions on
the country, and it wants its other ally countries, including India, to follow this
suit. Under President Donald Trump's administration, this prevailing issue has
been further complicated. This forces India to engage in a delicate act of balance
berween, on the one hand, pursuing its regional goals and beneficial policies
towards Iran, and on the other hand ensuring that the relationship with the US
does not suffer. The question is how big a part the United States’ policy has
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played on the Indian foreign policy's decisions that concern Iran. Since President
Rouhant’s rule, Tehran has perhaps understood realist aspects of the delicacy of
its diplomacy particularly towards the West led by the Unirted States.

It is a compulsion also of both the parties to resolve the crisis. Things are
going on positively at least till date and one must hope that a win-win situation
will be achieved by both the parties. At the outset of 21" century, the contours of
international system have changed radically. It has provided an opportunity for
both the countries. India is growing rapidly and all set to become third global
energy consumer by 2022. The sustainable growth of India could not be ensured
qll the ensuring of energy security. Iran is one of the top five global energy-
producing countries and its geographical location also gives India an advantage.
Iran could be an excellent energy security guarantor to India. In contrast, it can
also provide a sustainable energy consumer to Iran. In Central Asia too, Iran and
India have several convergences. They wish to connect Central Asia with the
Iranian port of Chabahar. It will give an impetus not only o Central Asian
Republics butalso to India and Iran. lran is an energy-producing country and its
sustainable growth depends on the sale of its precious natural resource. Due o its
growing energy requirements, India is and will be an important buyer of Iranian

encrgy products.

Eminent Indian security analyst, Raja Mohan has rightly stated in November
2013, “Any nuclear deal between Washington and Tehran will immediarely bring
down oil prices, relieve the current macroeconomic pressutes on India, and improve
Delhi's energy security calculus over the longer term. US-Iran rapprochement
will help to strengthen Afghanistan against the Taliban and Pakistan and expand
Indid's room for regional maneuver after 2014.”" The deal berween Washingron
and Tehran has already been concluded but new regime of President Trump has
changed the contours of United States-Iran relations President Trump
administration is tilted rowards Saudi Arabia and set to dent Iran. New sanctions
have been clamped against Iran by Trump administration and the United States is
expecting that India should do away with oil imports from Iran. United States
has deployed its all-powerful navy in the Strait of Hormuz and it 1s going to be
stationed there till 2020 US presidential election.

India—United States bilareral relations have deepened since last two decades.
In September 2018, United States gave 2+2 dialogue status to India where foreign
and defence secretary came together and had a summic level talk with their Indian
counterparrs. India has to convince United States that Iran has been a stabilizing
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facror in Afghanistan and Central Asia. Iraq and Synia conflict could s
without lranian cooperation Tran is an lmpnn;im player and it had - b Iy,'d
parcel of Indian cfforts along with Russia and Central Asian Republics co“"“‘
Taliban and formation of the Northern Alliance during Taliban s
Afghanistan (1996-2001). In the backdrop of NATQ w"hdﬂw;ﬂ o
Afghanistan, this proximity is utmost required and l'hc US interest 15 alsg m
Contamment of the Islamic State has remained a serious concern for the Weg,.
block, Iran, lndia, Russia and China. The way Islamic State has been ecuing,
captives, It reminds us of the medieval barbarism and through these heinoys s
it has emerged as a threat global humanity. Iran could be pivoral (o ol
Islamic State because one of the undeclared objectves of the Islam;c S hn
been to weaken Iranian influence in the Middle East. Y

India will extremely benefit with its growing bilateral rcl:nionship With I
and vice versa. Both countries have come together on a wide range of interesg__
be it economic, strategic, or others; therefore, they must minimuze the divergence,
In August 2013, Vice President of India was present in the swearing-in “"mon.
of new Iranian President Rouhani. It was an excellent goodwill gesture. Botly
countries are availing good relationships but 1o cope up with the emerging
challenges, they urgently need to enhance 1.

lanian President Hassan Rouhant visited New Delhi in February 2018
President Rouhant and PM Modi had extensive talks and inked nine agreemengs.
It includes casing visa rules and cooperation on medical sector apart from a
manume agreement on Chabahar port development.' Trade, investment and
regtonal connectivity berween India and Iran receved a boost from this visit,
Deepening India-Iran bonhomic is quite important for the peace and stability i
Southwest Asia. One of the most important obligations for a country is to provide
basic human rights and security 10 its people. Both India and Iran could do i
successfully through a deepened relationship. Te s of utmost importance to both
the countnes to promote their bilaceral relatonship. Modi government has adopred
"Look West Policy’. The mandate of this policy has been to engage countries
which are situared west to India. Tran 15 one of the fulcrums of India’s Look West
Policy due to 1ts energy reserves and geo-strategic location. Modi government has
taken many pro-active steps 1o accelerare Indo-lran relaconship despite many
prevailing issues. The prevailing trust deficic between Iran and the United States
has complicated India’s opuion for energy security. India imports 12% of its energy

demand from lran. Due o the US sanctions, India is compelled 1o stop the
imports. I tension between the US and Iran will aggravate further, global oil
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P
prices will go up and that could be detrimental for Indian surging economy because
India imports over 90% of its energy requirements. Modi-Il government is expected
to forward its previous NDA policies led by PM Vajpayee with the timely
modifications n the context of Indo-Iran relavionship
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century. At the global level also, it has become an important playe;

sharing all important global and Asian multilateral platforms S‘M
the end of cold war, the locus of global system has started to nit i
Asia and according 10 global economic pundits, Asia will be repregep
more than half of the global GDP. It has further changed the dynames
bilateral and multilateral relations in Asia. o

Indn has emerged as an important Asian power with the adven of 24«

We are aware of the fact that a wide array of opinions was expresse

since the end of the cold war on the idea that Asia will be an importe
player in the coming decades. At the end of the cold war, debates sigryg
on new lines by the formulators of foreign policy that both World sysier
and Asian system must be multi-polar. This is one of the most significany
issue where India and China diverge as China's underlying problem lie;
China does not have a problem with world being multi-polar but it waps
Asian balance of power to be unipolar super headed by China. Japan also
thinks similar to Indian line and thus bilateral relationship between India
and Japan has been deepening since the end of the cold war. India-Japa
relationship has grown rapidly since last one decade. Due to inherent geo-
political, economic and strategic dimensions this bilateral relationship is
all set to reformulate new Asian balance of power based on multiplicity

China, Japan, India and Vietnam are indulged in reformulating the
balance of power within Asia. Other Asian countries also do not Chinis
supremacy and thus their bonhomie with the competitors of China s
deepening in an excellent manner since last one decade and all set to grow
in the foreseeable future. In recent years, China has exposed its intention
to use force to capture Islands under Japanese rule since many decadss
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i various rcglon’s of China, protests had been organized against Japan
including Hong I\ong-pmlmls. which demanded capture of Japan ruled
Jlands in East China Sea. Including United States, India had also insisted
amicable resolution of disputes and adherence to international I.;w by
Al cunccrllf-‘d parties. Due to border disputes with China, India has als
been apprehensive about Chinese steps and that also has strengthen :1,
ts bilateral relationship with Japan in a massive manner. These r:vc:(
yindicate that balance of power theory is working well in Asian Lh;:nlcr a \;
all set to sustain the process due to Chinese reluctance to accommodate !rll\c
aspirations of other countries.

The new balance of power in Asia is all set to reshape existin
architecture. However, the theory of balance of power accnlrdmg Plzwir
Pmponeuts has come into being with the theory of Prisoner’s Dnimnl s
Balance of power has been one of the most debated concepts of ,}:l
international relations. The balance of power is a form of co!r,n it
among states that find its order preferable to absolute chaos, ‘Vf:npll;'m“;
it is a system that favors the stronger and more pmspcruu; states (:u,;
expenses of the weaker. Great powers play the dominant role in bala“ the
power system because of their preponderant military force and their e
of key technologtes.' The cold war era just after the end of the Secon dcs\r'!lr;)l
War is a classic example of balance of power between (hc‘Umted Sm :
and the Soviet Union. In the post-cold war era even the prevalenc ![dll}:s
anarchic international environment has created a fear psychosis L\cl'll)' 3
build-ups and its competition by rival powers have left ever hﬂr’b’ ilitary
the international system insecure therefore all countries arz tra ':ger of
dilemma. This phenomenon is called the Security Dilemma? ppec e

Right from Keshore Madhubani to several other di
m(crnu_nmml relations, everyone is discussing the emergen Pl"l: iy
powerful Asia but the weighty question is why Asian gm::/e bt
cooperating and thus negating utopian idea of cooperaliol; a gy
countries it we compare them with the European countries Cnl-lnong 3
Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Iran and Vietnam are some of th e
Astan powers. The changing power configuration in Asia has alt - IZ‘PVO“U\}
hypothesis and Asia seems to follow European model of coy ﬂm h""'h‘“s
(helposl felcond w;.ulc(il \;ar Europe has emerged as a beaconr:)flcc;;)p::vat:::
and must be emulated by other regional groupings. Major Asian ¢
are not cooperating because of underlying divergence i A“’umﬂfﬁ
them. China wants its unipolar dominance : 'em rpigcsE
shegn 5 : : over Asia but at the global

ants multi-polarity. India, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, lmi and
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ed both Asid and the globe to be multi-polar. Kauyj

nkers had stated that convergences of i, Y2, one
rate’s foreign policy. There are some eTests are
pan This bilateral relationship cguf;mmu
hips of 21" century Asia. It is also rh;e one
1o be noted that they had an average relationship during the cold W:r?‘m
after cold war, 1998 pokhran-11 nuclear testings by India took the w:m
by surprise. Many countries including l.\[fan reacted sharply, It ’“sptndrld
all Pol.nul exchanges and even economic assistance was frozen for nea;:

three years

Vietnam want
jest strategic thi

h determine & s
en India and Ja
¢ relations

of the earl
the base whic

o leading foreign policy experts from China Inst;
o5 “Indias border dispute with China have ye,s titute
it views a stronger relationship with Japan as ‘lo be
lance China’s growing influence in the Asia-Pacific r Aty
¢ with Japan escalates over Islands in East Ch.?mm'
ied that India will throw its weight in favor 0{; :“-
ve that India and Japan share much strategic Cun:) yo.
{ time probably in recent history, Chinese umon
dia is working on the reciprocation of Chrem
hin South Asia and therefore deepeni nese
neighbour of China.* g its

According 10 TW!
nternational Studi

of 1
therefore

resolved and
to counter bal
As China's disput
China seems worr
Chinese experts belie
d on China. Firs
have accepted that In
of encircling India wit
nships with all estrange
India-United States relations have also deepened phenomenally si
Both were estranged allies during cold war era but lo:“
they have converted their relationship into that of being engaged alli‘)’
In June 2019, G-20 summit has taken place in Japan and besides nor":i
business; sub group summit has taken place in the sidelines of G-20 summit
It is known as JAI (Japan, America and India). Growing India- United

lled India-Japan and India-ASEAN

States relations have further prope:
relations as well. These strengthening alignments have further complicated

the security architecture of Asia.

is well sFIlln'd in the midst of the Indian Ocean. It is the
f Indian Ocean. Indian Ocean has become extremely
more than half of the global trade commutes through
outh China Sea near Malacca Strait which is extended
2 Sea connects Indian Ocean to the Pacific
ities have kept the entire sea route
as given birth to new

groun

policy
relatiof

Jast two decades.

India
natural custodian ¢
significant because
it. It also connects S
10 Andaman Sea. South Chin
Ocean. The growing economic activ
of communication extremely congested and it h
unwanted activities like piracy and others in the region.
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Just after the end of the cold war, :
dollar, which has reached above 800 blln“t:\:l:ud: ‘;-h hardly 30 billion
That also makes maritime policy of India quite ":‘ y the end of 2018
ndias comprehensive security but also for just mportant not only for
communication tn the Indian Ocean and ad mn’l“-bmd. sea lanes of
{herefore, intending to dwell upon m.mnmL Ing seas. This paper is,
changing security architecture of Asia and how | ljut.s in the context of
emerging challenges is moot research point of lh?s }l::,(“n cope up with the
per.

The arrival of Modi govern:
in Indian politics because §l(cr Jl;nyte:lrsl.nping ha,‘ been a new hallmark
majority t© Mu_d: led NDA. In November f(’);‘:l India gave single party
up gr.\dulmn'ol Look East Policy into Act ﬁl‘;\ (-:M Modi declared the
_suum.ml held in Myanmar. According to Dﬂnl;lsk olicy in India-ASEAN
a defining moment of India’s Asia policy.’ ajendran, many saw it as

Look East Policy was mooted by PM P V. N
consolidate Indian imprint in Southeast and Lu 4 A\' Narasimha Rao 10
guodwlll and soft power India possess in the res sia given the enormous
an accelerated version of that process. First of .al%l‘:nh Act East Policy is just
from Myanmar to Australia; secondly, it ins"’lcd' ! af upgraded the ambit
reactive and thirdly it has strategic components l:’:::‘;‘:\; mode instead of

CONOMIC aspects

' At Fllls juncture, security architecture in Asia b

China is willing to dominate the narrative of sol .‘-‘5 remained unstable
Asla. ll?le along with like-minded cuumnc\‘ ¢ supreme authority in
Inlc.reslmgly United States, which had not b; -"Cl opposing that idea.
India during cold war era, has also been sland":",‘ \.c;'])' cooperative with
mvu':]'!“;l‘"‘ It vindicates Kautilyan notion Whld’l’ ‘::),Ilnd“’ to keep Asia
ul' l.wvosy cannot be cementing factor of mlcrL et llm Synergy
synergy ol national interests. national relations only

India has developed better than .

:]::1:;;1‘(\»'0‘[ r&\‘lli/\N and East Asia. A:L!:\Y::‘Ifs li::if\ ?Ia“om e
been (ul;:l;r:»:t:::c?l ‘lef fﬂldliolls . ey hs;:::nu‘:;"m o
o e h[:‘:. ' China because of trust deficit. Sou(h-Cnl:' ldl}musly
e "clghborl‘(,OJLf;c:'gcd as flashpoint between China and ll:m o ﬂf‘d
o o jl countries of ASEAN and East Asia wn;:‘;unmcs
and passively challen # ;U China in this region as China has both n_‘l"‘ it
ik e g J’:( n::]ernnhgnnl norms and sovereignty cl Jm““wcl}‘
g g ion ly, India has been considered a weak ‘s' .
slow decision-making process. Arrival of Modti“lns‘l(;:ﬁlc

2014 for
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the first term and its historic repeat in 2019 has infused a new m, ?
in the contours of Indias foreign policy: Dokhlam (2017) angm‘“‘“m
(2019) has emb lened Indian strategic imprints particular} Balakg,
Modi government has .\dnplu.l proactive foreign policy which IZ l-,:n Asia,
the ideals of realism jnstead of idealism. Post Dokhlam, PM Mod ased gn
with Chinese president Xi Jinping it Wuhan for an informal Suml had me,
es in last five years and President Xi Jinpin mit. B
another summit Jevel talk with PM Modi in later 8 1S comy
India remains only country perhaps to op::rt of 2019
ter-continental projects. se Chinege

to India tor
At the same tme
OROR and other connectivity in
cy remains at the core of Indias newl ,
licy being a natural guardian of the ln;iac Albrueq
ternational trade commutes through N Oceap,
connects all jmportant global sea lanes of communication. In re 1t Tt algy
India has upgraded its defense budget and substantial alloc ‘“ionc;m ¥
made for the naval forces also. Although itis not enough given th “:e been
major fleets are ageing and need urgent replacements but ‘Vcne act thay
than required budget, Indian navy is known for its quality and co with lesg
has shown its swiftness to ASEAN countries in the .bﬂckdm‘:z?;:;‘
4

Maritime poli
ve foreign po

proacts
More than half of the in

and
Tsunami.
an navy has been extremely active in ASEA;

) N,

of the Indo-Pacific. It ha:
hallmarks of Act East Policy. Port calls, joint naval exerzlfeie:ngnc s .lhe
capacity building programmes with friendly navies has uplll’lemdm’lume
geopol»mc.\l status in ASEAN and East Asia. Regular warships d iodig
Bay of Bengal and the South China Sea has underlined India’s Por b
dimensions of India’s Act East Policy. Regular and intense joint ;mmm
and multilateral naval exercises have underlined India’s maritime inl::tml
Tests

in the Asia Pacific region.*

has also gone up 13 idly since t

Refore cold war, India’s u\'§ml| trfde z'as)almosl ::g';ir;g,?b?: ::f( e b
rgughly touching 1 trillion dollar. India needs justice based free e
9! communication for this purpose and needless to say that it ;s.mlhmcs
interests of all important countries who have stakes in global uaéln il
ha‘.\ also shown enough courage to stand with the disputant co o
ASEAN on South China Sea and also stood with Japan on E“"‘"“_ i
Sea issues. In both disputes China has negated the legitimat ¢ -
the disputants and declared that South China Sea as its ow: flShFS 2
and also refused to obey international tribunal order in 2016 i::\t:z
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Since last few years, Indi
East Asia and larger plank

Indian trade
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of Philippines. United St ITY ARCHITEC

with India on both dup::: -!lnd many like-mindegd s

region pbut for the cumplmn; ; Is nat for curvin ed countries also

o has emerged as new bonc of relevant lmemf( Out any terriiory stood

countries of ASEAN. Never L of contention between p - Z'h”“

prime Minister Winston Ch et a good crisis go en China and gjg o8

P suspected Chinese ‘urchl" advised Ti 10 waste,” the [ate gulanl

Jane 2019, has it lh?hna vessel sink o ;hﬁle'-‘d Bank crisis, ,;::l;}:

lliance. se who advoc ippine fish y

= ate upgrading the Phie e
tlippine-ys

Latest surveys show a
growin,

a tougher stance 8 numbe

cooperation with ll:ldlll:l:) S:l’ulh China Se: T;,:lhpmos now fave

president is a Chinese all ll; allies against Chyp, advocating for mg

{mmense pressure o chaz cu:,vduc o changing put; i Ph‘l'PPln:‘

philippines towards the Ung“cd'sssouth China Sea P‘:;. opinion he is undc;

international laws in South Ch.n:“‘sts which is P""acnvcelzz [t will gravitage

ca. ensure releyay

nt

uring

New Delhi has moved [

relations with i orward to
e grea::: lll::;?: countries of ASEi‘\:“agt:t"? strategic maritim,
iy bas-upgrided Shr 1:; power balance m" ml‘-asl Asia and sough:
4 countries but by 2017 ‘ic eployment. In 2013, 4 :"llxr.ne Asia. Indian
ships in 17 countries.” Viet number has gone up ¢ ps were present in
maritime policy in the f\SEAny:m has emerged 38Ptho 1;« presence of |7
and particularly enriched Vi and India has mvesle: ulcrum of India's
navy with mussiles. In ret letnamese navy and has much in the region
i o m—n aurdn. Hanoi has pcrm“lc;‘lmpped Vietnamese
Videsh Limited to sustai nd also granted Indian Indian warships to
the disputed South Chm: ;-“ension to explore Vie ll::l company ONGC
objected by the Chinese.’ Li:: waters within s terri, amese otl blocks in
with other maritime Pz;wc wise India has develo czry which has been
Indian maritime partner rs of ASEAN. Singaporepha CX(ellgnl relations
Singapore navy has been glxnt the region and bilateral s remained closest
South China Sea. India b remely successful Pamcmnl'val exercise with
with Indonesia and Japan 315 also participated in bila(ary in the disputed
Japanese counterpart lima d n January 2016, Indian co. eral naval exercises
Bengal and observed a hi hﬂ marathon joint naval cxﬂsl guard along with
With Australia also, Ne\’g[) lcvgl of functional syner ercise in the Bay of
in-tellsterad nawal )ex v‘ elhi has been involved S\EZ ?“d coordination, "
India had been hesit ercises along with the Uni cdmﬂably particularly
ant to include Australia '“'[:;:e States and Japan
process initially bat
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d to disappear Indian leaders have Tecognisag
s sllf;‘m dian’s strategic ascendance and also their vastly
ce o dealing with China's growing assertiveness i
1 important factor behind the deepening of their

that hesitanon ha
Canberras accepan: »
converging interests o8
maritime Asia has bee

relationship.” —. a's expanding maritime footpripg
enge hd

{ ports in Myanmar, Sri Lanka, M;ld[nlves and.lfa}m[én
China has developec P 15 commissioned 40 billion dof a-r maritime silk
president X n“!““t“h en working tirelessly on it. The accelerated speeq
China has be diture has further complicated India’s maneuver
cxP;n Chinese navy PLAN has been allocated much
ces in (s:r!llp:nson with the Indian l?aw. Tl;e glfowing ‘Mprint
higher resources ! lyin South Asia has thrown a series of serious challenge
of PLAN particular ,) Hambantota 0 Gwadar, China has installed its nayy
for the Indian nm}?jm and it has been perceived by the observers as an
o acﬂ(‘: SOU‘IO encircle India within the ambit of maritime in Soygy
effort of China

Asia.”

The moot chal

route and .
of Chinese mulitary
in the region becaw

{ to reformulate maritime policies. Modi governmen;
It is lmpon?n ous exercises and taken many cpmprehensxvc steps.
has carried out van i over 7400 KM and many islands. Andaman i

7o haw e sea coast 0 3 % 3
We have Euﬁocalcd and has the potential to contain PLAN moves.
strategically :

hening of Andaman C d
Strengt ° ken many structural steps (o contain Chinese navy
and elsewhere as well. Strengthening of
Jan in the Indian Ocean ly to meet this chall
oy bases has been executed primarily to enge
Beami e as;_ Ocean can be understood from the statement of
Importance 'ut lrf]lﬂ: in 1890 that “Whoever controls the Indian Ocean
Admiral A. T. :‘ﬂ mln the 21* century, the destiny of the world would be
will domxnatc_ : f‘:g;rs" Former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
decided or'llf‘::d “; dia’s strategic priorities in Nmfember 2003 “the
also clearly " ors of today’s India, grown in international stature, have
strategic rrun"Ill‘e Jond confines of South Asia. Our security environment,
exPandc? wel Pﬂimn Gulf to Straits of Malacca across the Indian F)cean.
mfjgng E-OI:tral Asia and Afghanistan, China, and Sn'l:uh»f:ast Asia. Our
i ef ll‘:mkmg has also to extend to these honzons.A Henﬂ?- An@mm
:l: lhtfs“bemmc astrategic important place to play a major ro!e T r?nr:m:e
;ecumy for India. Human civilisations have used Sea chtep::‘/t;)’ OLRCE
and commerce. Due to geographical location of India with the presence

Modi government has ta

130

A's MARITIME Poricy - CHANGING

ASIAN §
INDL ECURITY Alu.mnn(:n

line provides a huge opportunity ;
| long coast Y In trade an,
of & < main land. On the other hand presence of ANIs also provide g
ure strategy 10 monitoring the world’s most strategic and overcrowded
sﬁmcktd Malacca Strait, through which approximately 95,0 merchants,
; i

| and gas cargos, pass through.” It makes the strait an energy lifeline for
ol theast and East Asian countries.
Soul

strait of Malacca is one of the busiest an,
© - h connects the Indian Ocean via Andam
whid Jength. Besides, this Strait s shortest,
km I:vtl through East Asia to Europe. Thoy,
to l[: navigational restrictions nevertheless t
‘v::fem d navigational route for internationa| shippers compared to other
ernative routes like Sunda or Lombok- Makassar §Ir.uls in the Indonesian
..m;hlP"hgo'“ Malacca Straits :mnually provides safe transit 1o over 60,000
N kers, CATEO vessels, passenger vessels, tug and pilot and it 15 likely to
increase in near future. However, Chines goods and o] transportation took
place in large volume through Malacm Straits and
of Andaman and Nlc(’.bar' foclls byl
disruptions in the Straits will affect its ¢
sition to deal with such disruption in
China 1s establishing its bases in differe
to avoid such scenario.

d security
for 1t

d longest navigation royges
an Sea and the Strait 1 900
safest and economical for ships
gh the Strait is very narrow and
he Strait is still an attractive and

due to India’s territory
g advantage in the region and an‘y
rade and transit. China is not in a
the Malacca Straits and therefore,
ntneighbouring countries of India

However, India is a growing econom
is to promote Act East Policy to counter China in the region as well as
initiate development in Northeast region of India. India’s long pending
development initiative in Northeast region has been initiated by taking
up the projects such as the f\sian highway project in South Asia to link
Singapore with New Delhi via Kuala Lumpur, Ho Chi Minh City, Phnom
Penh, Bangkok, Vientiane, Chiang Mai, Yangon, Mandalay, Kalemyo,
Tamu, Dhaka and Kolkata. India also has taken initiative to upgrade and
resurfacing 160 km long Tamu-KaIewa-Kalcmyo road. Besides Kaladan,
Multi-modal Transit Transport will connect Indian ports and Sittwe port
in Myanmar through Mizoram." It will provide a greater opportunity for
the region to develop in every aspect and will provide a huge market for
peoples of India and ASEAN as well.

Yy and its national interest

Concluding Remarks

To promote maritime component of “Act East Policy” and strengthen
India’s strategic interests and regional cooperation with ASEAN, Malacca
Strait has to play a dominant role. India has developed the tri-command
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[ypia's NATIONA h o
4 Nicobar lslands to strengthen its surveillyp .
a
Andaman
n /s

e
n 4 vides a gateway 1o the §oun .
cca Strait as 1L pro uth
monitoring lhtj:\dg:m. Majority of Chinese oil supply ships Ching
Pacihic L+
Sea md the

4sses through this narrow way, which IS 2 nig, the
Middle East slﬂ:hl:c Lo its proximity with the Andaman. India 1,
for the Chinese

Yo,
relations with the Indo-Pacific countries anq Pledgey
upgraded m.\n;"::c {he process. Maritime power is extremely

{o further accele

he dominance of a country. ASEAN countries wish India
; 3
(o sustain t

cing role against China in the region. Followmg Comu?:’ym
3 counter balancy gd,am this point:

rak s vin

of Jakarta Tim o peo-strategic framework inexorably impels coypy.:.
Pl wol\ﬂtlii to accept China and India as major regiong)
South East «. it is necessary consequence of the former. _ Bﬁ]in:
In the first & ,n' an unequalled zest in its economic diPlOmacy v
has also _sh:‘;n of South East Asian nations, ASEAN. Delp; o
the assOd: has been a late bloomer...ASEAN wants Indigy Presence
other han ; India needs to be active in the region... ASEAN 2
as m“;lh rsmleglc framework and regulated forum which India T
;‘l:ﬂay immn with economic powers h.Pan and South K""“ iloua
with fellow regional power China. This is an Opportunity in ywhigp
Delhi must not be hesitant. It cannot afford to miss the boat again™s

Australia-India relations have also lrfxprovcd particularly in
backdrop of November 2014. It was maiden Indian ?M visit afier
three decades which has accelerated .lhe pace of deepening of bilatera}
relationship. Australia is India’s maritime neighbour anf.l .?uA,- d
bonhomie has saddened China. India has been .engag"'d in joint manl‘ llmen'lnz
exercises with coincidently democratic countries (Japan, United § aiid
Australia and many ASEAN countries). This has created apprehension
in Chinese strategist thinkers. China's naval watchers have in particular
been suspicious of naval exercises involving India, Japan, Australia and the

United States, ostensibly aimed at balancing Chinese maritime power in
the Asian littorals.”

The return of PM Modi for the second term in May 2019 has further
given new momentum to India’s maritime policy. It remains bedrock of
India’s Act East Policy. It requires gamut of changes and more resources
are required to meet with the swelling expenditure of our navy. Madi
government has taken many positive steps in this direction and realignment

with the like-minded countries has further consolidated our status in larger

context of the Indo-Pacific region.
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